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What is the Nucor Technical Academy?

An opportunity for high school graduates to enter a career-specific training program.  This

program teaches the fundamentals of instrumentation and electrical maintenance to prepare

students for a rewarding career at one of Nucor’s modern manufacturing facilities.

Where will the classes be taught?

All classes are taught at Shelton State Community College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  This is in the

heart of University of Alabama country, so there are plenty of things to do and see in the area.

Nucor chose Shelton State Community College because of its trained faculty, well-maintained

facilities, and up-to-date training simulators.

Do I apply to the college or to Nucor?

You must apply to both Shelton State Community College and to the Nucor Technical Academy in

order to be considered for this program.  The Shelton State application is available online

through the community college at

https://www.sheltonstate.edu/admissions-financial-aid/becoming-a-student/

To express interest in the Nucor Technical Academy, you will attend an information session and

complete the Nucor Technical Academy Willingness Questionnaire online.

Does the college consider me to be a student just like all other college students?

Once accepted into the college, they will consider you a Shelton State Community College

student.  The college provides a liaison for the Nucor Technical Academy students so that

information can be relayed easily between the students and Nucor.

Are there high school requirements I need to have to enter the program?

Yes, a high school GPA of 2.75 is preferred for entry into the program.  In addition, students must

provide a transcript to show credit for at least four of the following high school courses:

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Mechanical/Drawing, Computer Science, Advanced

Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Technology Elective.
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Are all applicants accepted into the program?

The Nucor Technical Academy is a competitive program and is limited on the total students from

across the country per year.  The number of students is determined by participating Nucor

divisional needs. Students must apply to Shelton State Community College and must pass a

Nucor Technical Academy screening process.

How long does the program last?

The program may begin the first summer with work at your home division.  This is an

opportunity for Safety training and to learn the Nucor Way.  It also gives you the opportunity to

earn spending money that you can use for your living and commuting expenses throughout the

year.  The program consists of six semesters of classroom training/limited on the job training

(OJT) and two semesters of OJT.  Students are also expected to work during breaks from school.

What GPA do I need to maintain to stay in the program?

A 3.0 GPA is required to remain in the program.  Students who fall below the required GPA are

placed on probation for a semester to show substantial improvement or improve the GPA to the

3.0 minimum.

Will I have a degree at the end of the program?

Nucor is partnering with Shelton State Community College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama to provide

the classroom training for this program.  Students who complete the program can earn an

Associate in Applied Science (AAS) Degree in Industrial Electronics Technology.

What type of job will I have when I finish the program?

Upon completion, we expect all students in the program to reach entry level Maintenance

Electrician.  Successful students will be placed in openings at the sponsoring mill.  There is no

guarantee of any specific job; however, Nucor will make every effort to locate the students to

available positions throughout the corporation.

Who is my Nucor contact after I am accepted into the program?

After being accepted into the Nucor Technical Academy, you will be assigned to the Nucor

Technical Academy Supervisor who will be your primary supervisor.  This person will provide your

weekly work schedule and will assist with planning your school schedule.  This person will
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also assist with your housing arrangements in Tuscaloosa. In addition, there will be other

department supervisors assigned for OJT assignments.

Does Nucor provide work opportunities while I am in school?

Students are expected to work OJT during off-hours when not in school.  This time is scheduled

by the Nucor Technical Academy Supervisor.  Students are expected to work throughout the

summer and during breaks from school.  In addition, the Training Supervisor will provide a

weekly work schedule to coincide with time not spent in class.

Will I be employed by Nucor?

During the training program, candidates will be employed through a staffing agency until the

training program is completed.  After the program completion, we expect all students to be

candidates for electrical maintenance openings at Nucor mills.

Will I be paid during my training time?

Yes, starting pay is $10 per hour.  This includes time for OJT and time for classroom training.  We

realize you are moving away from your home town and there are expenses involved in

commuting to school and in providing your own meals, so we are providing pay for all training

and work hours.

Where will I spend my on-the-Job training time while taking classes?

During the time you are attending Shelton State Community College, work will be scheduled

during your non-classroom hours at Nucor Steel Tuscaloosa, Inc.  The nature and hours of this

work will be determined by Nucor Steel Tuscaloosa, Inc. with the expectation that students will

be available for work a total of 40 hours each week (some of that time is classroom time, and

some of that time is work time.)  The student must also expect to perform work at Nucor’s

discretion.  Although much of the work will contribute toward OJT time, there will also be times

when the student is working in a general labor capacity as a Mill Utility.  A certain amount of

Mill Utility work will be required during the duration of the training program.

Where will I live?

During the time you are attending Shelton State Community College and working at Nucor Steel

Tuscaloosa, Inc., an apartment will be provided for you by Nucor.  This apartment will be shared
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with other Nucor Technical Academy students.  Food and meals will be provided by each student.

Do I need a vehicle to be able to attend this program?

Students are responsible for providing their own transportation to and from the college and the

work sites.  Nucor does not provide this transportation.

What if I decide to leave the program before I complete the requirements?

Nucor expects each student to complete the program.  If a student decides to leave the program

before its completion, the tuition and fees are to be reimbursed to Nucor.

Is there travel involved with this program?

The program involves regular commuting within the Tuscaloosa area to travel between Shelton

State Community College and Nucor Steel Tuscaloosa, Inc.  The distance between the two

locations is approximately 10 miles.  Students will also travel to their home division for work and

training with travel reimbursement provided by Nucor.  There may be other travel to various

training locations with travel reimbursement provided by Nucor.
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